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MEMORANDUM 

 

DATE: November 22, 2013 

TO: Ogallala City Council 

CC: Mike McQuillan, City Attorney; Jane Skinner, City Clerk 

FROM: Aaron Smith, City Manager 

RE: Briefing for Regular Council Meeting of: November, 26 2013 
 

1. Roll call of Members.  (Verification of Notice to call meeting to Order). 

2. Consent Agenda: 

A. Minutes of the Regular Meeting held November 12, 2013. 

B. Claims. 

C. O.V.F.D. – Probationary Membership of Nick Fix. 

 

The consent agenda lists routine non-controversial items collectively approved by the Council 

with no discussion and one motion. 

 

The Council may discuss and vote on any individual item by removing it from the consent 

agenda by successful motion and vote.  If a specific item requires separate action, a motion to 

remove it from the consent agenda is as follows: 

 

“Move to remove the (agenda item) from the consent agenda.” 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 

 

If the motion carried, discussion and action may occur on the single item removed. Usual 

procedure occurs for the items remaining items on the consent agenda. 

When approving all items without discussion: 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to approve the consent agenda.” 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 
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3. Public Hearing: 

4. Public Forum: 

5. Report of City Clerk-Treasurer: 

A. Claim- West Central Nebraska Development District. 

 

Due to Councilman Elmshaeuser’s previously declared conflict of interest regarding West 

Central Nebraska Development District, the claim payable to WCNDD has been separated from 

the rest of the claims for approval. 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to approve the claim payable to West Central Nebraska Development District in the 

amount of 1,441.12” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 

 

6. Recommendations of Departments, Boards and Committees: 

 

A. Community Development – Naming of the Downtown Revitalization Parking 

Pavilion. 

 

As you all know the Downtown Revitalization Committee has been working on a name for the 

downtown Pavilion.   

 

As a public facility I believe that council should be the body to determine or authorize the name 

of the facility. 

 

The final name that the Downtown Revitalization Committee has decided on is: “Rendezvous 

Square” 

 

Council may except or reject this name or direct the City Manager to find another alternative. 

 

Recommended Motion: 
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“Move to accept the recommendation of the Downtown Revitalization Committee and name 

the downtown pavilion: “Rendezvous Square”   

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 

 

 

B. O.V.F.D. – Surplus Equipment (Command Vehicle and the old 99A Ambulance). 

 

With the purchase of the new Ambulance and the donation of a new Command Vehicle the 

O.V.F.D currently has a surplus Ambulance and Command Vehicle.  Section 16-201(3) of the 

Nebraska Revised Statutes which provides in part that the City has the power to "sell...personal 

property owned by the City...in such manner and upon such terms and conditions as may be 

deemed in the best interest of the City..."   

 

A representative from the O.V.F.D. will be in attendance to answer any questions you may have.  

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to authorize the City Manager to sale the surplus Ambulance and Command Vehicle.” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 

 

 

C. Police - Ordinance amending section 36-102, solid waste management prohibited 

accumulation and disposal, of the municipal code of the city of Ogallala, 

Nebraska.  (Ord. 1307) 

 

This ordinance amends section 36-102.  A redline copy is available in your packet.  This 

amendment further makes it unlawful for trash receptacles to be left on the street on days that 

trash is not scheduled to be picked up and makes it unlawful for construction roll offs/dumpsters 

to be on the street without the proper permit.  This sets time line for the dumpsters to be on the 

street. 

 

There have been issues with dumpsters remaining on the street for long periods of time. 
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Procedure to read the ordinance three times prior to vote: 

 

Recommended motion, by ordinance: 

 

“I would introduce Ordinance 1307.” 

 

There is no motion or vote.  The Council President states who introduced the ordinance and then 

reads the ordinance by title. 

 

“An Ordinance amending Section 36-102, Solid Waste Management prohibited accumulation 

and disposal, of the municipal code of the City of Ogallala Nebraska.” 

 

There is no motion, second or vote. 

After the reading, the Council President declares; 

Ordinance 1307 has been read for the first time. 

 

If you wish to suspend the reading on three separate occasions, this is the procedure. 

 

Recommended motion (by ordinance): 

“I would introduce Ordinance 1307 and move to suspend the rules, so that the ordinance may be 

read by title and moved for passage at this meeting.” 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 

 

If the motion carries, the Council President then reads the ordinance by title.  

 

“An Ordinance amending Section 36-102, Solid Waste Management prohibited accumulation 

and disposal, of the municipal code of the City of Ogallala Nebraska.” 

 

A Council member may then: 

“Move to adopt Ordinance 1307.” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Ordinance 1307 is adopted.” 

Or; 

“Ordinance 1307 has failed.” 
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D. Wastewater – Agreement for Professional Services – Industrial Storm Water 

Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) – Olsson Associates. 

 

This is an agreement that authorizes Olsson and Associates to prepare our Storm Water Pollution 

Prevention Plan (SWPPP).  This plan is required by NDEQ and EPA. 

 

This plan will help to protect the Platte River from pollutants from our waste water treatment 

plant.  The cost of this plan is fixed at $4,000 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to authorize the Council President to sign the agreement for professional services with 

Olsson and Associates for Ogallala’s Industrial Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan.” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 

 

E. Water – Water Well 2009-1 Change Order Number 1. 

 

This will authorize a $680.00 expenditure for the installation of 4 extra feet of steel screen on our 

south well.  This is one of the unknowns that sometimes occurs when drilling water wells.  This 

is still well below the original estimate. 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to authorize the change order in the amount of $680.00 to Sargent Drilling Co..” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 

 

F. Community Development – Ogallala Downtown Improvements 2013 – Change Order 

No. 2. 

 

This Change Order is to change the color of the colored concrete on this project from the 

specified colors.  The revised colors were selected from color concrete samples cast by the 
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contractor.  Selected colors very from the specified colors causing a variation in pricing.  More 

detail is available in your packet. 

 

The colors that I have selected with input from others is closer to original artist rendition and I 

believe will result in a more esthetically pleasing end product. 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Move to authorize the change order in the amount of $5,561.76 to Mick Moul’s Modern 

Buildings LLC.” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 

 

7. Report of City Attorney: 

A. Wolford Claim. 

 

8. Report of City Manager:  

A. City Employee Holiday Bonus. 

 

Each year the Council has given the employees holiday bonuses in the form of Keith County 

Chamber Bucks’.   These expenditures were approved in the 2013-2014 budget. ($3,790.38) 

 

Cash value is: 60 for Full Time, 10 for permanent part time, and 40 for VFD. 

 

Recommended motion: 

“Moved to approve a $60.00 Chamber Bucks bonus to all permanent full time employees, a 

$10.00 Chamber Bucks bonus to all permanent part time employees and a $40.00 Chamber 

Bucks bonus to all volunteer firefighters.” 

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.”   

Or;    

“Motion failed.” 
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B. City Manager request for taking outside employment with Mid-Plains Community 

College. 

 

I have been approved to teach Local and State Politics at Mid Plains Community College.  I 

believe this is great opportunity to offer a course at the local community college that has not 

been offered in the past.  In addition it’s a great opportunity to bring attention and understanding 

to the profession of Public Administration 

 

If the council approved, I would be teaching classes during evening hours (Not Tuesdays) 

 

For me to seek outside employment I would need the approval of the Council 

 

Recommended Motion: 

“Move to allow the City Manager to take a teaching position with Mid Plains Community 

College.”   

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 

 

  

C. Council Workshop – December 10, 2013 at 6:00 P.M. 

 

No Action needed. 

 

D. Regularly Scheduled meeting December 24, 2013. 

 

This regularly scheduled meeting falls on Christmas Eve.  In the past this meeting has been 

moved to the previous Friday at noon.  To do this would require a formal motion. 

 

Recommended Motion: 

“Move to reschedule the regular meeting of the Ogallala City Council on December 24th 2013 

to Friday December 20th at noon.”   

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 
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E. Christmas Eve Paid Holiday for Full Time Employees. 

 

As you all know Christmas Eve falls on a Tuesday this year.  Christmas Eve is not an approved 

paid holiday, to establish it as a paid Holiday (this year), council would need to approve.  I 

believe this would be beneficial for our Employees.  It would give them more time to travel as 

well as spend time with family. 

 

Our current holidays are: 

 

(1) New Year's Day  

(2) Martin Luther King Day  

(3) Presidents' Day  

(4) Memorial Day  

(5) Independence Day  

(6) Labor Day  

(7) Columbus Day  

(8) Veterans' Day  

(9) Thanksgiving Day  

(10) Day after Thanksgiving Day  

(11) Christmas Day 

 

Gross salary paid out for a Holiday is approximately: $5,836.40. 

 

Recommended Motion: 

“Move to approve this Christmas Eve December 24th, 2013 as a paid Holiday.”   

 

After the motion receives a second, the vote is called for. 

After the vote, the Council President declares: 

“Motion carried.” 

Or; 

“Motion failed.” 

 

9. Report of City Council members: 

A. Board of Health – Pete Peterson. 

B. Chamber of Commerce – Kevin Block. 

C. Keep Keith County Beautiful – Buck Bassett. 

D. Keith County Area Development – Karl Elmshaeuser. 

E. Kenfield Petrified Wood Gallery – Rodger Rankin. 

F. Library Board – Kevin Block. 
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G. Ogallala Community Hospital Advisory Board – Karl Elmshaeuser. 

 

10. Closed session: 

11. Adjourn.  
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